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WE WANT
TEMPORARY
UNION HOUSE

IN
NEW CAMPWS!

. On 15th Oct the Students'Union was
informed by the Admin that the PMC
Union House has to be evazuated »y the
31st Dec '75 to make way for the deve-
lopment of the new campus in Dover Rd.
Numerous letters have since been sent
to the Admin requesting for a tempora-
ry replacement to the old Union House.
However, to date, there was still n o
positive reply received. All they can
say is a sceptical "still under consi-
deration". The Council had tried t o
negotiate with the Admin hut the Prin-
cipal, Mr. Khoo Kay Chai, expressed
that negotiation was impossible witho-~
ut the presence of the Registrar, Loke
Kum Cheng, who was "coincidentally"o n
leave until the 29th Dec'?5.

. We question the motive of the Admin
in playing such delaying tactic a n d
demand that they give us an immediate
REPLY because the Union needs a sub-
secretariat in the new campus to reach
out to the students there.

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN SIGNED ARTICLES

DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THAT OF
THE EDITORIAL BOARD.
INTRODUCTION

In 1974, the Singapore Polytechnic

Students' Union started its real grow
-th as a pro-people students' organi-
sation. Spurred on by the Singapore
University students, the Polytechnic
students joined in the protest &gain-
st the bus-fare increase, participat-
ed in the Bangladesh Flood Relief Cam
-paign and showed concern for the wor
-kers®' plight.
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From the retrenchment of the workers
in 1974 to the trial of Tan Wah Piow,
many students were exposed to the
harsh realities in society, a society
which is perpetuated by the exploita-
tion of the general masses, who creat
-ed the wealth of the society, and
yet recieved in return marginal inco-
me for survival. As a result of these
exposure, from the 15th council to
the 16th council, SPSU took a  posi-
tive step forward towards social
erientation.

STUDENTS SORTINGT odT DONATINS
FOR. BANGA-DESH FLooD REEUAEE S
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In Nov. '75, when the Amendment Act
was passed by the Parliament to "re-
constitute" USSU which was in effect

equivalent to the banning of the Uni-
on, SPSU had protested the move by
supporting the protest demonstration
outside the Parliament House.

WHITHER
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GOES

SPSU — TaN Peow SENG-

Since the 15th council was in office,
the "Technocrat", official publica-
tion of SPSU, began to serve as one
of the few publications honestly ana-
lysing the socio-political events in
Singapore. With USSU dissolved, the
Undergrad was cancelled until the new
council is formed. Even then, the re-
strictions placed on the new  Under-
grad would be many and it would take
a certain period before the publica-
tilon would regain its old status.

Recently, the permit for the"Radiarice
a publication of the Chinese Language
Society of the S'pore Polytechnic,
was withdrawn, thereby depriving the
public of another channel of useful
informations,

In the past few months, camps, cultu-
ral shows, surveys and other social

and educational activities were organ
-1sed to consolidate the student body.

After the 76/77 Freshman Orientation,
a lot of new students voluntarily came
forward to help in union works.The
present 17th students council consists
of 7 new students despite of the red
scare planted by the authority in the

student body. Another point worth
mentioning is that 5 out of the new
student councillors are ladies which
is an event unprecedented in SPSU

history.

With all other effective oppositions
crippled, the only autonomous organis
-ation left in this tiny island of
S'pore now isSPSU., Just like USSU in
the past, SPSU is now facing innumer-
ous forms of suppres:ion and persecu-
tion from the authority. Already six
students, including student leaders
were arrested and alleged with false
charges of involvements in Communist
activities, and the former President
of the students' union was even forced
to"confess" ir Singapore Television.

RERsSECUTION OF sSesd

The persecution of SPSU took many for-

ms and ways, some are subtle, others

are hard-hit, This involved the manip-

ulation of the various machineries,the

Poly Administration and of course the

?otogious Internal Security Department
ISD).

ARREST & DEFORTATIONS

Arbitrary arrest ard deportation of
student leaders are common tactics of
the authority to repress student move-
ment in S'pore. On the 29th of July
1976, 6 Polytechnc students were arr-
ested after a pre-dawn raid at the Un-
ion House in Shenton Way. Others arre-
sted in this mass operation included 5
workers and a Ngee Ann Technical Coll-
ege student. The arrested students we-
re later charged with involvement in a
underground satelite organisation o f
the Malayan Communist Party - the Mal-
ayan New Democratic Youth League.

Whether the so-called MNDYL is a genu-
ine organrisation or simply a third-ra-
te James Bond thriller story is a mat-
ter of speculation. However, the stud-
ents who were arrested are known t o
those who frequent the Union House as
leaders who are sincere in working for
the welfare of the general students.

Incidentally, the arrest rappened t o
fall on the nomination day of SPSU el-
ections and 3 of the arrested studen-
ts were hence prevented ffom standing
up for elections.

After the "confession", two other Mal-
aysian SPSU leaders, Foo Weng Fatit and
Soon Hoe Chuar: were deported back t o
Malaysia, and Foo Weng Fatt was belie-
ved to be handed over to the Malaysian
Special Branch.

WY THE RED IMAGE ?

The red image was smeared on the Stud-
ents' Union for several reasons.

Firstly, the term "communism” had lopg
been instilled in the general public
as something sensitive and best to ke-
ep away from. Hence, by branding the
SPSU leaders as communists will n o t
only served to discredit the Students’
Union in the public's eyes, on the oi-
her hand, it can also frighten away s-
tudents who are genuinely sincere 1 n
working for the Union. Secondly, this
move by the authority will also serve
to justify their action in "reconstit-
uting™ USSU by 'proving' that communi-
st-manipulation of students' union 18
true, thus vindicating themselves 1 n
the Socialist International which had
recently chosen to expel the membersh-
ip of the PAP.

Lastly, the repercussions from the tr-
ial of Tan Wah Piow and the deportati-
ons of Juliet Chin and other former
USSU leaders had taught the government
a painful lesson. Hence, it is on ly
natural now that they choose to perse-
cute innocent people without having to
face the prospect of their image of
respectakility being broken in an open
trial,

MANIPULATION SF  »ADMIN

Since 1975, the Poly Administration
has refused criminally and contemptib-
ly to collect the Union fees together
with the tuition fees, as provided for
in the constitution of SPSU. This act-
ion deprives the Union of its main so-
urce of financial income and doubtles-
sly, it is hoped that this move wgll
cripple the Union financially as t h e
0ld logic goes "no money, no activiti-
es". Other forms of collaboration from
the Agministration in the suppression
of SPSU include victimisaiion of acti-
ve students, assist the ISD in the ar-
rest of student, and also sabotage o f
Union activities by refusing to grant
permit for the booking of classrooms
and lecture hall.

On many occasions, permits for the
utilisation of rooms were withdrawn

at the last minute when publicity for
the activities to be carried out we-
re already made. For instance, early

this month, the Administration h a d
confirmed the booking of the Main Lec
-ture Theatre for the screening of
the film "Football Seventies", how-
ever, a few hours before the show was
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to be screened, the permit was unscru
-pulously cancelled, giving the Coun-
cil no time to inform the students.
Obviously, the Administration deemed
that in this way, sentiments can b e
spread in the student body which 1 s
detrimental to the Union.

Many a time, the posters to inform
the students of the Union's activit-~
ies were torn down prematurely by the
Administration. Such were the actions
of the Poly Administration in abusing
their authority.

RUWMoURS

Rumours are constantly spread in the
campus during the past council to cau-
se internal student dissensions a n d
also mistrust in the student leaders.

During the arrest of the 6 students,
pamphlets were even circulated by some
'*students'in the campus, accusing t h e
student leaders as Communists., It was
found out later that the Administrati-
on had even collaborated by agreeing
to loan the cyclostyling machine f o r
the printing of the pamphlets ( which
were not their usual habit, especially
when they are approached by the counc-
illors).

PRESS DISToRTioN

Press reports of Union's activities,if
any, were frequently slanted to create
a distorted image of the former  USSU
and SPSU.

In the recent occasion when SPSU and
other students' unions were invited to
join the International Union of Stude-
nts (IUS), a Russian-backed "student "
organisation, the press had seized the
opportunity to link the students' uni-
ons, especially SPSU and former UsSSu
with 'communist-backed' international
students’ organisation™ by reporting
that the wvarious students' unions were
considering' the invitation while i n
actuality, SPSU and USSU had strongly
rejected to join the IUS, suspecting
its organisational structure to be un-
democratic and also its sincerity tow-
ards students' interest.

THE FUTURE

Since now SPSU is the only independent
body left in the whole island of Sing-
apore, it is not surprising that more
severe persecutions will befall t h e
Union which may even amount to its ba-

nning.

Recently, officials of societies affi-
liated to the Union had been approach-
ed about amendments to the Union's co-
nstitution. (refer to Technocrat Vol 6
No. 1) In particular, the proposed an-
endments stated that chairmen of the

various societies should be incorpora-
ted into the Council. Is this an expe-
rimental step to cripple the Union th-
rough subtle means? For the incorpora-
tion of society interest into the Cou-
ncil will no doubt create internal co-
nflict and weaken the Union.

FURTHEQ ARREST?

Perhaps the recent arrest would not be
the last, for despite the 'Red Scare',
students dare to stand up to fight for
democratic rights and voice out t h e
injustice in society. Hence, student
leaders may be further arrested to in-
timidate others from carrying on  the
good work.

MANtPULATED ?

Or the Union may oe alleged to be com-
munist manipulated after the recent
»confession” and hence Jjustify its to-
tal dissolution?

CONCLUSGION

Whichever the case, the dissolution of
£PSU and other autonomous Unions in
Singapore will not stop the urending

trend of students' awakening. From the
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force in the process of social charge
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ice still lies in the student masses
and in time to come, they will rise up
as a potent force again.
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oming to Poly is
c something differ-

ent--so I was told
and already during the
orientation, it was
certainly different fr-
om the secondary school
days as all the activi-
ties are organised by
students themselves. I
had found +that there
was much work to be do
-ne at the Union House
and it was here that
students from differ-
ent courses would ga-
ther where there would
be an exchange of news
besides jokes to enli-
ven the place. It was
certainly heartening
to see that there were
students who are will-
ing to give their
time Jjust to do t h e
organising work . I
felt that it was a go-
od way to spend our
leisure time to help
and learn in the orga-
nising work, thus t o
join the council w a s
the appropriate answer,

ts

\WHAT KIND OF STUDEN

LEAD SPSU & \WA
MOTIVAT-ES THHEM. T

THE RECENT ARRESTS HAVE LONE MUCH TO LINK OUR UNION WITH THE
USUAL COMMUNIST BOGEY, REAL OR IMAGINED. IT SOUNDED CREDIBLE
BECAUSE STUDENTS DON'T KNOW WHEO THE EX-COS ARE. TECHNOCRAT
CONSEQUENTLY FINDS IT NECESSARY TO PUBLISH THEIR CONVICTIONS
AND THE REASONS WEY THEY CHOSE TC INVOLVE THEMSELVES, ESPE-
CIALLY IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT ARBITRARY ARRESTS.

Following the ar-
rests of student lead-
ers, there was muc h
unrest amongst student
and this led to t h e
sudden stop of activi-
ties, Besides, mu c h
fear had been instill-

ed into students. The-
re was an urgent need
for students to help

to cater for the needs
of students, and after
some consideration, I
felt that there should
not be any fear in us
at all as we are here
to help our fellow stu
~dents by rendering
our services through
organising activities
and if we as students
would not care to help
our fellow students ,
then who would do so?

As such, my invol-
vement has to be of a
greater depth to deci-~
de and organise acti-
vities for . students
ourselves as it is eve
-ry member§duty to see
that the union is run-

ing smoothly. However
it is only through the
support and guldance
of our fellow students
that the union c¢can
really function at its
best,

n 1675, when the

union was fighting

for students' bus
fare concession. I
learnt and saw a lot
of things. I started
to understand the im-
portance of the Stu-
dents' Union. I could
see that the Union is
catering for the wel-
fare of its members.
But it is pressurized
and received no coope-
ration from Admin nor
the authorities.

I begin to question:
"What's wrong with do-
ing that. Isn't it the
responsibility of the
Union to fight for the
rights of her members?
" Hence, I started to
participate in t h e
Union activities a a d
tried to find the an-
swers.,

I found people work-
ing sincerely together
in the Union to serve
the people. They a r e
not selfish. They spe-
nd most of their timesg
in organising meaning-
ful and sporting acti-
vities for the student
-8, All these are t n-
ings Idid not see
before during Seconda-

Union, many students
come together to orga-
nise for themseslves,
having a lot of healt-
hy, meaningful and ed-
ucational a=ztivities

“nothing wng“

besides their lecture.
It is no more like the
Secondary school life,
where students cannot
express their opinions
or render their effort
-s. They have no con-
fidence in doing any-
thing, hence, very de-
pendent on aand control
~led by teachers. Th-
ere isn't any one tak-
ing care of their wel-
fare; speaking up fo r
them,

It was in 1975 that
the Union and the stu-
dents awakened. The A-
dministration t h e n
stopped colleeting Un-
ion fees for the Union,
trying to cripple the
Students' Union finan-
cially., I also began
to realise then w h y
unlike the past, t h e
Administration now re-
fuse to collect t h e
fees. It clearly shows
their fear of a grow-
ing and united Student
-s'Union and students'
awareness in the cam-
puses, As such, I rea-
lised that I should
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nelp to play my part
as an active member
and to sece that t h e
Union is positive, i.e,
work towards students'

solidarity in fighting
for our rights and

welfare,

I stood up for t h e
Stgdents' Council ele-
ction after the arrest
of our six students,
because I saw the need
and not because I felt
I was capable, I anm
willing to learn and I
felt I am capable o f
learning,

ctually, I didr't
Awa.nt any part of

this 17th Council.
One year of involve-
ment had led to the
realization of my 1li-
mitations and the di-
fficulties involved.

The July arrests de-
terred many potential
candidates for the e-
lections., And 1 i k e
them, I was just a s
apprehensive. I h a d
however gathered from
friends that t her e
would probably be only
a handful of students
standing up. It does
seem a tragedy to lea-
ve our union o u t in
the cold 1like that .
Also, our union is one
that is very unique --
unique in the Singa-
pore context, and uni-
que because supreme
power lies in t he
hands of students ---
not in the hands o f
heartless bureaucrats.
It exists primarily to
safeguard students’
rights. That by itself
is very significant be
-cause students here
at times have their
rights trampled upon.

After the elections,

I found myself in a
Council with seven

plucky councillors who
are only in their fir-
st year. They had the
tenacity to shoulder
such heavy responsibi-
lities. Contributing
my part as an Ex-Co is

the only way I know
hWow. Besides, I have
to pull my share of

the weight. I a l s o
have some interest in
the field of publicat-
ios. Somehow, to me,
that is more interest-
ing than lectures whi-
ch I find insufferably
dull.

The day will ¢ om e
when our union will be
reduced into a bone-
less structure that is
the state of the " re-
constituted USSU".

ry school days. In the
I involved wn union
in my first year.
At that time, I wa s
overjoyed to kn ow
that there is such an
organisation which the
students can speak out
freely for themselves.
Looking back at t h e
past, I detested t h e
school life where free
-dom of speech is al-
ways controlled by the
principal and teachers
Since then I had al-
ways been searching
for a new way of life
in which people ¢ an
come together selfless
-ly, helping each
other rather than com-
peting and being indi-
fferent to one another
. However, I shall not
allow our Union to be
manipulated by exter-
nal forces. If manipu-
latsd, our Union will
not %e able to act ef-
fectively and hence
nas no value at a 1 1.
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started po be

I participated in
Union activities 1like
hiks, Sarimbun ¢ a m p
, Poly 50, bus conces-
sion issue ,.. etc., I
especially have a deep
interest in camp orga-
nising work., Recalling
my past camp life, du-
ring my schooldays, th
-ere was nothing mean-
ingful but simply eat,
play, sleep and even
gambls, In camps orga-
nised by the Union ,
there are songs that
echo the aspirations
of students and t h e
people. There are also
discussions where we
speak out our views &
discuss with others. I

really learn a lot

from the activities
organised. Comparing
myself with the past
and present, I find

that there is a change

very dull and mean-
ingless to me be-

fore participating in
Union activities. Be-"
fore it was only 3-L's
(lecture, lunch, libr-
ary), but through in-
volvement in Un i on
activities, I really

began to question th-
ings and educate my-
self. The exhibition

organised by USSU
"Singapore - her peo-
ple and their future"
was a real eye-opener
to me. It depicted the
life of our people and
the problems facing

our society at large.
Through this sort o f

Life in Poly had been

exhibition and others,
I found that it is the
best way to educate my
the

-self. I also see

Union as an effective
channel for the stu-
dents to achieve a mo-
re meaningful life i n
Poly.

Then came the arrest
of our student leaders,
I was stunned and con-
fused at first. I felt
that something very
wrong had happened and
it may happen again,
This incident made m e
hesitated on whether I
should continue my in-
volvement in SPSU o r
quit totally. But af-
ter much consideration,
I decided tc stand u p
for the 17th Council
elections, I know this
may mean more risk and
problems but should I
be deterred by such
unscrupulous tactic of
the authorities?

in myself., I learn how
to analyse things out
with facts, I felt
tnat I have Dbecome 2a
hetter student, not in

the sense of being
merely equipped with
technical skill bu t
one who searcn, ques-
tion and learn.

All the while I

was aware that some ex
-tarnal forces are try
ing to suppress our U-
nion and her activiti-
es. However, the "July

rrests” cane rather
quick and drastic and
I was not at all pre-
pared. Nevertheless ,
after the rally a n d
much discussion with
some other Union work-
ers, I finally resolve
to staad up for the
elections., I realised
there are still stu-
dents who are not cow-
ed nor are blinded ;
students who will sta-

nd up and fight f or
what is legitimately
theirs.
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fed up with life in

Poly. For more than
of my stay in the fir-
st year, life was lec-
ture, lunch and games-
room; and this lasted
for 8 solid hours eve-
ry day.

To begin with, I was

1
2

I was introduced to
the Union during t h e
orientation period(75/
?76) and from then o n
I heard nothing about
Union activities., I
never bothered to find
out in the first place
and neither were there
much notice to be fou-
nd. (Only later did I
learnt that posters of
the students'union we-
re often torn 4 o wn

Wwithin a few hours of
life - such an unscru-
pulous act by the Ad-
min to prevent the
council from reaching
out to t h e students
effectively.)

in
when

My involvement
the Union began
I attended a camp or-
ganised by the Union
during the 2nd t er m
holidays. Tee Seng too

tarted to be i 1ved
?n Ehe Ungon %K?oﬁéh

this camp. From then
on, there wasn't much
difference in our de-
velopment., We becane
more and more critical
of the system -- where
is it destinating u s
t0?

After the 76/77 FOC
» I realised the i m-
portance and potential
of the students' union
. I can see the power
of the students in sh-
aping their own desti-
ny ---- the power of
unity.

All along, the au-
thorities had been sup
-pressing our students
' union. With the "Ju-
ly arrests" and t h e

"crowning of our lead-
ers with red hats" ,
the authorities  were
‘considerably success-
ful in frightening a-
way potential students
from helping in the U=
nion,

However, many stu-
dents courageously br-
aved this 'red scare’
and came forward to
serve in the Union,

It is no exception
with me., Nothing can
deter me from serving
in the Union; for the
sense of belonging t o
the Union is  already
developed in me. I be-
lieve in the power o f
the students and I ha-
ve faith in truth.

Whatever we are do-
ing is for the better-
ment of our society &
surely there can b e
nothing wrong with it.

It is true that the
day will come when
SPSU bears the s a m e
fate as USSU (or maybe
worse), but the stu-
dents will still be a
potent force in t h e
betterment of society.

of my first half year

in the Polytechnic, I
was as ignorant of the
existence of the Union
as other students i n
the campus. Life in Po
=ly is just confined
to lectures, library &
gamesroom, Then, I do
not have any sense of
belonging to the Union
and did not want t o
bother what is happen-
ing around.

During the beginning

It is only during
the 2nd term vacation
that I came into con-
tact with some Union
workers ina c am p,
Their dedications to-
wards Union work impr-
essed me very much and
sparkled me to find
out more about the Uni
-on., It is then thro’
my consistent involve-
ment in the union act-
ivities, especially
during the FOC period,
that I came to k n o w
the importance and the
significance of our
students' union. I be-
gin to find a new life
in working in the Uni-
on --- a more enrich-
ing lijfe. I began t o
realise how ignorant &
self-centred I was in
the past,

I see in our Union a
potential in providing
an education to broad-
en our outlook of life
and social conscious-
negs; an organisation
which can safeguard in
terests of the student
and which is essential
for the betterment of
our society.

Why stand for elect-
ions? --- through my
involvement in the act
-iyities organised, 1

¢
bre
AN
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found that there 1is a
shortage of students
willing to work f or
the welfare of t h e
Union; and at this cru
-cial moment ---- with
external forces trying
to cripple us (the re-
cent arrests of our

¥

students and the refu-
sal to collect Union
fees by the Poly Admin
which are clear & ob-
vious examples), I
find myself fully com-
mitted, Thus I decided
to stand up for elect-
ions to see the Union
fighting on.

The biggest setback
of the Union is t h e
students' apathy towa-
rds Union activities .
This may be largely
due to the lack of com
-munication between
the students and t h e
council, In view of
this I feel that t h e
council should organi-
se activities catering
for the majority o f
the students; encoura-
ging mass participat-
ion and improving the
relationship among the
students in Poly; and
also to inculcate a gr
-eater sense of moral
and social values wh-
ich is lacking here in
Poly.,

en students learnt

students leaving sec-

ondary schools, I was
selfish, materialistic
, ignorant and unaware
of the facts of life .,
I never know what i s
happening outside 'ces
I was 50 deeply imbed-
ed in my own environ-
ment, where it is safe
and sound. Owing to
competitive spirit wh-
ich is predominant in
our educational s y s~
tem, I was selfish a s
far as academic work
is concerned. Not only
disingeneous and relu-
ctant to share my own
knowledge, I was a 1-
ways preying around to
fish knowledge from
the other guys.

I used to watch a
iot of nonsensical fi-
lmshows; crazy about
vogue; and more or le-
ss lettirg my life dr-
ift away aimlessly.

Just like many other

It was only after
the orientation & some
interactions with some
guys that I began t o
te aware, Then I fre-
quent the Union House
nore often and t h u s
getting to know more
people. Most of them
are not selfish an d
will not falter to as-

that I am a councillor Sist one another. Gra-

and a first year stu-
dent at that, they al-
ways ask, "Why did you
join the Council?"

I think the question
basically stems from
the pre-conceived no-
tion and often mista-
ken one, about the job
of a councillor. Most
studants think of coun
-cillors as something
out of their circle of
affairs. However, they
do not keep inm in d
the fact that the Uni-
on is ours and anyone
who is willing to help
can join the Council,

Actually, the main
thing that movad me to
-wards joining t he
Council is the appare-
nt need of helpers. Al
-so the apathy of stu-
dents puzzled me. I t
was really discourag-
ing to see the po or
response to activities
, but that spurred me
on more, Consequently,
after obtaining a cle=-
arer picture of a coun
-cillor’s duties, I

decided to stand for
the elections. Besides
, I believe studsnts
should unite as o n e
body.
No one doubts that
apathy is really dis-
couraging but we can-
not allow it to impede
the progress of our
Union,
“anion (s ours®
AN
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duvaily I was ur

-ged to stand up f or
elections; however be-
fore that, I had aire-
ady thought about sta-
rding up for elections.

On the contrary, I
used to ask myself: "

What can I do? What do SecastAR)
DAAUEWRNG

I know? ,..." Actually
this is not a problem
as one can always lea-
rn if you care to take
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with the help and um~
derstandirg of our

fellow students, I be-
lieve that things can
ke sorted out easier,

The incredible inci-
dent which occured be-
fore polling day was a
shock to everyone, es-
pecially those who kn-
ow those guys quite
well, I was feirly in-
timidated by the arre=~
sts at first. It w a s
strongly stressed that
SPSU is not manipulat-
ed by any outsiders &
the new council h a d
atsolutely nothing to
do with the past coun-
cil, which some wise
guys tried to proof
otherwise., The idea of
backing out soon faded
away when things were
analysed deeper, T h e
aims of the Union plus
the encouragement I
received stopped’ m e
from withdrawing. More
~-over I am still vague
as to what to do d u e
to inexperience. In
conclusion, I sincere-
ly hope that our fello
ow students would gi
ve their fullest sup~
port in future and fre
-quent the Union House
more for a better un-
derstanding of the sur
-rounding situation,

Al
JeW

WOLFAR

the initiative And ,
things over with a se-
MABEBL. nior. I am not apathe-
Gl tic -==--~ I 1like to
ME| participate in Union
YooNgr activities., In one in-

¢

:::ﬁdpak Mo

dents can

ight from the start-
of Poly life I was in-difficult for students
troduced to the union

through the orientat-

ion, It was so new --
seeing a group of stu-
dents looking after
other students and

taking care of things.
This newness first at-
tracted me, Later when

I came to the Union
House more frequently
I enjoyed the warm

friendship prevalent
there -- Jjokes, laugh-
ter and people working
together,

Next I started work-
ing in the Union as a
sub-committee member
I became aware o f a
lot of things, encount
-ered a lot of problem
and frustrations. I
a’so learnt how to o-
vercome them and talk

Socw-
SecReTy

' DRAuGHTMyTOT Students to be led

stance, when attending
an EOGM, I saw things
which I could never im
-agine in secondary

school, I began feel-
ing the urgent n e e d

the correct way, a n d
I realise too how vi-
tal student leader are
ito the students. With-
out anyone to take ca-
re of student welfare
and other area of life

things would be very

Student®' apathy had
really been a setback
to Union activities &
coupled recent events,
a worse situation wou-
14 be expected, How-
ever, it is my sincere
wish that students can
participate more a n d
think wider --- social
problems are all arou-
nd us and we must be
more aware of what is
happening.

tnrough my capacity
as a councillor I hope
to bring students to-
gether -- now there is
a noticeable drift be-
tween the older a n d
newer students -- and
to help students to be
more aware of the Uni-
on.
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“1S5» — studenos awathetac?

The new reconstituted University of Singapore "Students' Union" which w a s

set up by the Administration after so much troutle has hardly started its

term

of office when its President ran into trouble from its own students.

"President” T. Jesudasen is faced with a petition signed by o ver

100

students quegtioning a press statement that Jesu made. The petition called for
an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting to discuss,among other things, a motion of
Non-Confidence on the President for making false and irresporsible statement to

the press,

Such a move must have come as a shock to those who hitherto described Uni-
versity students as apathetic with regards to the Union. The blame for the €0~
tal lack of response to the new Union was pinned on the students themselves,

whilst the Admin is described as an anxious guardian trying to prod her

stut-

born students to 1ife. Such arn image is obligingly played up in the newspapers.
The press, however, was careful to leave out significant historical facts lead-

ing to such a "state of apathy".

REEMCRERES L3

Apathy exists, of course, in SU as
it does everywhere, But how do you ac-
count for the vast turnout of students
at the Union Elections in 1974 and '75
(over 55% voted on both years, a rec-
ord in USSU) as comparéd to the miser-
able response this year., The differen-
ce lies in the basic structure of USSU
which had been altered beyond recogni-
tion by the University (Amendment) Act
1975, Under this Act, the once inde-
pendent Students' Union was reconsti~
tuted to become nothing more than a
puppet organisation. Control of finan-
ce was taken from students' hand by
the Admin. which now has the power to
veto any student activity by withhold-
ing funds (students' money). Further-
more, the union is prevented from car-
rying out any activity which the Admin
says is 'political', ( Vice-Chancellor
Dr Kwan when asked, could not even de-
fine the word 'political'., Some stu-
dents saw this as an obvious attempt
to silence students as an independent
voice in all public affairs that were
of sensitive nature, )

AAME0'S QLR 40
&% b URNEEM Lol

The stubborn high-handedness on
the part of the Admin contrasted sharp
~-ly with its present desperate attempt
to get its new 'union' to look alive.
But who would join a puppet organisa-
tion? To agree to take up posts in the
new ‘union' meant accepting the status
quo and helping the authorities pre-
serve a facade of democracy in the pu-
blic eyes. Small wonder that the Admin
practically had to beg students t o
stand for elections. Some candidates
after applying, changed their minds &
wanted to withdraw. The Admin, refused
40 allow withdrawals. At one point the
Admin even tried to bargain with a can
-didate saying he could withdraw if he
could co-opt others to the Manage-~
ment Committee of the Clud.

The papers played up the image of
apathy, hoping to shame more students
into responding. In the end, only 4 of
the 'Union's' constituent clubs could
fill their posts and, of these, only 2
had enough candidates to hold ¢ 1l ub
elections., Many clubs were left with
vacant seats; the Sports Club had only
2 seats filled out of a total of fif-
teen. The dubious 'Political Associat-
ion' had only one applicant ( non e
other than T. Jesudasen himself, n o w
President of 'USSU' ). The Engineering
Clu» was left totally vacant, All the-
se were testimonies to the unpopulari-
ty of the new union and its clubs.

The Admin's next move was to con-
duct a survey on how the remaining po-
sts of the Union's Executive Committee
and Club's Management Committee member
were to be filled., The Ex-Co members
were supposed to be elected through 11

constituent clubs of USSU. But only 6
out of 13 positions were filled (there
was no contest). The Admin posed three
options to the students

1. To conduct Extraordinary General
Meeting (EOGM) at Club's 'l ev el
whereby students present elect the-
ir respective Ex-Co members to the
Union and also their MC members.

2. To let the Management Committee (MC)
of each club co~opt their respecti-
ve Exco members to the Union & also
to their club MC.

3. To let the Vice-Chancellor appoints
the remaining Exco members or WM C
members.

L EDGGIHERY
(FGRFOMRG

All these options made little sen
-se to the average students as by rig-
ht anyone interested in the Exco posi-
tion should have applied by now. Most
of the survey forms landed up in t h e
wastz paper baskets. In order to indu-
ce more students to hand in forms, the
first-year students were told t h at
handing up the forms was compulsory .
Even so, survey forms trickled in. The
Admin could claim only 402  returaed
forms out of a population of 5 2 0 O,
Again apathy was played up in the pr-
ess, Although the majority of these
returned forms favoured holding EOGMs
(optional), the Admin did not e v e n
take it seriously. After the hullaba-
1100 of collecting the forms, the Ad-
min calmly went and told the MCs of
the clubs that they could co-opt the
remaining Exco members and MC members.
This clearly showed the 'survey' to be
nothing more than a publicity stunt to
advertise for the new union. They were
not at -all interested in the results.
Most of the clubs eventually co-opted
to fill the vacancies. As the instruc-
tions were only verbal, 3 clubs decl-
ded to hold EOGMs to avoid being accu-
sed of defying "students' opinion" la-
ter on.

hidaed
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What sort of students would take
up the Exco posts? Without autonomy in
funds and activity, it would be embar-
rasing to take on the meaningless ti-
tle of "union leader"., Yet perhaps the
-re were hidden dividends for those
willing to "cooperate” with the Admin.
Putting principles aside, there were
many side benefits to be enjoyed from
assuming the title 'union Exco Member}
Opportunities to travel, mzet importa-
nt executives, gain valuable experien-
ce in doing business, an impressive
title to impress potential employers
when you graduate etc, So it is n o t
surprising that by and large some stu-
dents did join the union Ex-coe

tHE PrEs8aRIS
SEHBINS STWEO kob Rer

When the Amendment Act set up the
Political Association, it was an at~
tempt to divorce students from politi-
cal awareness by making them join
a political club before they could 'in
-dulge in politics'. The apparent rea-
son was to prevent USSU from being ‘us
-ed' by "politically-motivated” stu-
dents. It is an irony now that the on-
ly student who declared himself "poli-
tically-motivated” by being the only
committee member of the Political As-
sociation, is also the same guy who is
now President of the union.

( )

THE 31st Students’

Council of the
University of Sin-
gapore’s  reconsti-
tuted d
u

.o m e o

P Yy """

- e - -

‘Pig-sty’

(Under the new union
et -up, one-third of the
students’ subscription
fees goes to the eight
. faculty-clubs, another
le- n’ﬂ;d to tghe m?-lacu"ﬁy
e i . clubs and a d to the
sident union pre union).
sident, T, Jesudasen However, he sald the
saig putonds union would do its best
to Improve the existing
‘We don’t belleve in
fist-thumping and

facilities in the campus.
shouting across the table

The Union House, he

mdded, would be opened
or picketing outside the
Reglstrar's Office when a

S
1S to give up
e “politics of con-
frontation” with the:
university admyj
\glratio

24 hours — “but it would

quarter for members.
won't allow the union
premises to become a
pig-sty as it was  llke
under " the previous

quicter way,

bespectacled
final-year law student
in an interview with

{ Straits Times.
L sT. 29/11/716 ... . ... J
However, this President %it o f T
more than he could chew when he. made

the recent press statement. Jesu tried
to describe the past Union's actions
as the 'Politics of Confrontation', &
claimed that the 'new union' would a-
chieve more by negotiating instead of
fist-thumping and - picketting outside
the Registrar's O0ffice " ( which were
never done ). Jesu cited the fact that
the union had 'negotiated' successful-
ly for the return of the union house
into their hands (but with certain con
-di?ions which he choose not to ment-
lon .

Perhaps one of the conditions the
Admin set for the return of custody of
the union house was that Jesu stop stu
-dents from sleeping overnight in Uni-
on House; thus his statement of not a-
llowing " the union premises to become

a pig-sty" (S.T. 29/11/76)' m’/ﬂﬂ&//
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THE EOGM

On Monday night, 13th of Dec.'76, T.
Jesudasen, President of the reconsti-
tuted USSU was thrown out by the stu-
dents in an EOGM. The vote was an over
-whelming majority of 266 to 86, a 3:1
ratio.

Jesu's early disappearance from the
EOGM proved his guilt conclusively. He
had nothing left to say against t h e
charges levied on him,

CHARGES AGAINST JESU

1) He had deliberately and malicious
-1y told lies about the past USSU coun
-cils in ris capacity as President,
wrongfully accusing them of employing
"politics of Confrontation”.

2) He had collaborated with the Ad-
ministration by making a secret deal
in which the Union House was to te re-
turned to him on condition that he
stopped students from squatting in the
Union House,

3) He had deceived students by nct
revealing the atove ccndition to his
own Ex-Co, let alone the student tody.

4) He had damaged the reputation o f
students unjustly by calling the Unlon
House a."pigsty". ( This was Jesu's ex
-cuse for nct allowing squatting in
the Union House. However, Jesu himself
used to squat in the Union House, a s
such, he was actyally guilty of h i s
own accusation.)

5) Jesu had further told lies in t h e
EOGM to cover up his other lies.

JESU'S DEFENCE

Jesu's main defence was that the
Straits Times had distorted his Press
Statement. He gave his own lengthy ver
-sion c¢f the Press Statement. However,
students chose to rejsct his new ver-
sior for the reason that if the Press
had really distorted his statement, he
skould rhave clarified immediately both
to the Press and the students. Bu:t h e

did r.ot. The fact that although he re-
cieved a "no-confiderce" petition the
very next day, he took 10 days to come
up with the argument cf Press distort-
ion. This indicates that it was just a
mere cover-up rather than a csincere
clarification.,

REAT PRESS DISTORTION

The Straits Times ard Hew Nation re-
ported on the EOGNW but very ccnverient
-ly omitted all the actual charges ag-
ainst Jesu. They also cleverly omitted
Jesu's stand that they, the Press had
slanted him. However, they saw fit t o
quote Jesu extensively on other more
"corverient" pcints, giving the imgres
-sion that this was a cattle tetween
"advocates cf a mcderate pclicy" and
those who were "unharpy acout it" (ex-
tremists ?)

Such unfair reporting is typical o f
our Press in Singapcre. We shculd ques
-tion why the Straits Times and t h e
New Natior shculd want to take sides
in such issue,

WWWW'WWWMMW
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1) Usually, for JEFF TAN, NWC does not apply. However, for our purpose,
we assume that he is getting the NWC increments which probably is
his minimum,

2) FROZEN means that the NWC increments are based on $180, $750 & $1200
respectively, instead of $185, $800 & $1300.

3) F9r 7§/77 NWC increments, assume that annual increment of total wage
bill is 4%. Therefore increment is 7% - 4% = 3%
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1) REAL INCOME calculations are based on 1972,

2) INFIATION in 1975 is 44.7% as compared to 1972,

3) ASSUME no inflation from 1975 to 1976.

L) It is noted that the percentage increase in gross salary for JEFF TAN
is very much higher than AH CHOO & ROBERT LOW,

5) In all cases, NWC did not help to relief the economic burden at all.
AH CHOO is hit most while ROBERT LOW also did not escape the whip,
JEFF TAN is compensated from the salaries of AH CHOO & ROBERT LOW.
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NEW WAGE
"= CONTROL ?
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-RWEBHEN HU

To many working people nowadays, NWC (National Wage Council) Recommenda-

tions act as a Starndard to measure their own annual increment but

rarely

do they realise that NWC is one of the means by which wages are suppressed.

This central idea of NWC was not very obvious during the early 1970's

be-

cause there was an apparent increase in wages (i.e. in dollar terms). How-
ever, the real income (i.e. in terms of the real value of these dollars)

of the working people suffered a significant drop during these years. Only
of late, with the acute world recession, did the real nature of NWC as a

wage depressant body become clear,

waﬂwwgbqpm:ﬂm1wd.%9WL.

Months before the 1975 NWC Recom-
mendgtions were released, many public
warnings were issued by Government
leaders and trade unionists and the
message went like this : Recession in
the Western capitalist countries i s
still not over. Singapore depended on
these export markets, Therefore, in
order to please the foreign investors
who are now reluctant to invest here,
the working people must +tighten their
belts or esle these foreign  tycoons
will hop, step and jump .... to South
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia ,
Indonesia and wherever the wages are
lower and investment incentives high-
er.

This rationale was developed for
our public consumption to prepare our
working people to accept meagre in-~
creases, Why must our workers tighten
their belts? How much tightening must
they endure? These are the questions
we have to pose in order to know the
essence of the 1976 NWC Recommendat-
ions.

1976 NWC Recommendat vor-
wl«va)o 139 bJ(Z ?

At the beginning of July 1976 when
the Recommendations was announced th-
ere was hardly any discussion on this
issue. Perhaps the pro-Government pr-
ess itself had find it abash to dis-
cuss further on the new wage control.
There was a lot of confusion an d
later , news report in the Straits
Times also did not answer what 1is
exactly the 1976 NWC Recommendations.
Here we present a summary of this
recommendation and proceed to ask some
obvious questions,

POINT 1: THE NWC ONLY RECOMMENDS TO
BOSSES HOW MUCH WAGE INCR-
EASES TO GIVE TO THEIR WORK-
ERS.

In the previous years over

30% of‘ our labour force did

not receive the N W C incr-

ease and since N W C is not

mandatory it has no author-

ity to force the bosses to

accept it. For this year,

how many of our workers will
not get even this meagre NWC
increase?

JESTION:

POINT 2: THE WAGE INCREASE IS 7%.

QUESTION: The old Army song goes like
thiS....." the pay is migh-
ty fine, they give you $100
they take back $99. " This
7% is not flat rate, There
are so many conditions at-
tached and deduction made
that in the end, what will
be left of this 7%?

(A) FULL OFF-SETTING AGAINST
ANNUAL INCREMENTS.

(B) APPLIED ON A GROUP SY-

: STEM BASED ON THE TOTAL
BASIC WAGE OF WORKERS IN
A COMPANY.

POINT 3:

(C) THE INCREASE IN THE TO-
TAL WAGE BILL SHOULD NOT
EXCEED 7%.

QUESTION: What does all these mean?
Let us imagine the Company
say NS Magnetics, who wants
to implement the full NWC.
Assuming that the total an-
nual increment in 1976 is
4% of the total basic wage
bill of 1975. Assuming also
that this Company is giving
the full NWC Recommendation
i,e. 7%. Then according to
condition (A) & (C), work-
ers actually get 7% -~ 4% =
3% only. Let us consider Ah
Hwa, an office worker (or a
factory hand). Her salary
is $250 per month with an-
nual increment of $5 ie. 2%.
According to condition (B)
she only receives 3% incre-
ment which means in total
she will actually get 5% in-
stead of 2% + 7% = 9% with-
out the three conditions.

Consider again , John Tan a
factory manager. His salary
is $ 850 with annual incre-
ment of $ 50 i.e. 5.8%. He
will get the 3% increment
which means a total of 3% %
5.8% = 8,8% without the 3
NWC conditions he should

get 7% + 5.8% = 12,8%. How-
ever it can be seen t ha t
when the NWC is applied the
higher income group (repre-
sented by John Tan) is Dbe-
nefitting at the expense of
the lower income group (re-
presented by Ah Hwa), b a t
John Tan is also being ex-

ploited by the bosses., Thus
what the bosses are aetuml-~
ly doing is to use the money
accumulated from the lower
income to pay the higher in
-come group (in order to
keep them submissive) while
they themselves get a way
with huge profits at the ex
-pense of John Tan and Ah
Hwa. This process of taking
from Ah Hwa to pay John Tan
had been practised for a
few years now, but this year
the schemes of the bosses
are clearer., The lop-sided
distribution of income in
Singapore is the result of
this process aad if this pro
-cess is to continue inde-
finitely, the miseries of
the working people will be
more deplorable. Is this
why our children too are
forced to come out to work?

con? on %/*,
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How Wt 15 ‘JAWS wortH 7

— PETER L7

I rod « c CCon

The Straits Times orn Nov. 21st '76 reported that the
film "Jaws" has devoured all existing box office records,
reaping $1.25 million in 12& days of screening and at-
tracting an all time high crowd of 700,000. Though t h e
film was way below the expectation of most Singaporears,
failing to generate any wave of Jawsmania as in the U-
nited States, it has nevertheless aroused immense sensa-
tion and excitement, This is not going to fade in t h e
near future, but will be remembered through Tee - shirts,
books, cartoons etc. The image of a killer shark is well
registered in the minds of all who saw the film.

In the midst of all these fuss and excitement, per-
haps it is worth sparing some time to ponder over t h e
factors leading to the overwhelming success of " Jaws"

and the reasons for its propagation. For,to date, sharks
claim an average of 100 lives a year in the USA, and
this is really a minute number compared to the millions
of people who died of starvation each year in India, Ban
~gladesh and other Third World countries. Why is there
so much concern for killer sharks and so little atten~-
tion accorded to the millions who are dying of starva-
tion sach year and also the thousands or even mililions
who are languishing in Jjails without trial throughout
the world? It is high time that we exercise some percep-
tive analysis and discernment rather than to be carried
away by the crowd. i

?acé;za:wd Zo

Much effort was also chann-
eled in publicity in t he

press, magazines, advertis-
ements and coupled with the
atmosphere created in t h e
theatre, Jaws become a box
office record breaker., Tec-
hnically,the film was rath-
er captivating,starting wi-
th a series of frights cul-
minating to a final showdo-
wn with the g iant killer,

The cast consist of Broody -
the police chief, his wife

Ellen, Hooper the enthusia-
stic ichthylogist and last-
ly shark hunter Quint. Int-

entionally or otherwise,Qu-

int was portrayed as a stu-

bborn, insolent and soli a-

ry man and it is he and not

the 'specialist' Hooper or

frantic police chief Broody

who finally found himself in
the belly of the shark, Per-
haps the director has more

regards and respects for

specialist and police chief

rather than a working m a n

like Quint.

Cancluacdion

Locally, films like Jaw
and perhaps other similar
attractions have been very
distracting,especially i n
the face of rampant and ar-
bitrary arrests.Many a r e
more interested in seeing
films like Jaws rather than
pay attention to such viol-
ations of basic human rights.

SINGAFPORE TECHNOCRAT
con’t from B 6 .

Moreover, Jesu had himself been in THE GRASS JS¥ v
-volved in the Union Council for t h e

past two years, the same councils he A small nunch of

now accused of fist-thumping. As 2 Ex- BTESS.

Co member of the past council, he was S0 frail and

in the best position to know how 'fru- fragiie.

itful' the negotiations with the Admin You stampsd on
when it all came to naught and acts of it, )
repression stepped up. Onz great exam- Try tc kill 1it.
ple was the illegal withholding of U- It may lis dcwn

nion funds, for 2 years., During t h i s
period, the union wasted its time ne-
gotiating for its money, only to find
the law manipulated and changed to ma-
ke it legal for the Admin to  withold
Union funds.

for a while,

You thought you'
ve killed :it.

But when the sun
sets

Anc the dew falls
during the long,
cold night,

It gathers what-
ever it could,
And the best it
could.

May not be
tomorrow, but the
next day,

Or the day after
It will spring
up again with the
sunrise,

Not cnly with
green leaves
again,

But with deeper
reots and more
leaflets.

If it had been anyone else who ma-
de the press statement, it would have
been fair comment. However, Jesu w a s
clearly someone who was in every posi-
tion to know better. If union-leaders
had been outspoken in protest o v e r
injustice, Jesu had vied to be e v e n
more outspoken <1han the others, Y e t
now, he was the one to call such out-
spokenness the "politics of confronta-
tion" -- an allegation that points eg-
ually to himself as to others.

Whatever the reason for such irres
-ponsible statements, Jesu was sarving
the authorities' interest well by dis-
crediting the old union's work in the
eyes of the public, Apparently, in re-
turn for such a favour, the Straits Ti
-mes printed his picture in the paper
( a privilege the last USSU President
did not get ). :

FEEEPEREEPPPERRPEPEEEIEREERPELIERSIEE

However, the coming EOGM seems des
-tined to make Jesu eat his words. Ma-
ny who supported him 2 years ago have
seen through his manouverings. His en-
try this year into the Presidency was

ey

Uborrar Chrcllers’

Jaws belongs to the catego-
ry of films commonly termed
'horror thrillers'w h i c h
became very popular since
1974, Besides Jaws, other
films like *'Towering Infer-
no' 'Earthquake','The Pose-
idon Adventure' and 'Airpo-
rt 1975' have reaped equal-
ly collosal profits. W h y
is there this sudden  wave
of disaster films? Is it
unprecendented? According
to film producers, peaple
are getting tired of s e x
and violence on the screen
and there is a aneed to cha-
nge the trend in film prod-
uction to revive the inter-
est of audience, This ma y
be true superficially, but
taking a retrospection into
the past, during 1933 to 39
'horror thrillers' had also
been very popular with the
audience and the 'horror
thrillers' of today is only
a repeat of that 4 decades
ago. These two periods are
times of world economic cr-
isis and recession. Perhaps
'horror thrillers' can b e
more fully understood from
its source -- United States
Politically the US has been
badly shaken by the debacle
in the Vietnarm War and the
Watergate Scandal; economi-
cally, it is faced with ra-
mpant inflation and the en-
ergy crisis; socially there
is massive unemrloyment and
increase in drug abuse
crimes rates. Faced with
all these seemingly insurm-
ountable and insoluble pro-
blems, most Americans a r e
disillusioned with the exi-
sting conditions. And of
course those who suffered
most are the majority w h o
constitute the lower income
groups. Under such a state
of condition, films which
offer immense excitement,
thrill and which provide an
easy outlet of escapism fr-
om reaiity become very pop-
ular, The motives of film
producers in churning these
films, apart from sgueezing

and.

more profits, are two -fold
On one hand, these films se-
rve to distract attention

from the immediate problems

that have to be faced. O ny
the other, they serve t o
inculcate a thinking that

in such times of hardships,
all should 'tighten their
belts.' Most of these horr-
or thrillers have one comm-
on characteristics - a gro-
up of people comprising all
income brackets meeting wi-
th a great disaster and fo-
rgetting everything for th-
at time being and working
closely together to fight
off a seemingly common pro-
blem. Logically there is
nothing wrong with t h i s,
but in reality is this so ?
We can see this clearly by
a gimple analogy. Both lah-
our and management are fac-
ed with inflation, so the
labour force is urged 1 o
incrsase productivity. This
in face does not benefit th
em, This is so for a sociew
ty like-America, so is 1 t
true for one like us in Si-
ngapore which is highly de-
pendent on foreign investm-
ants and capital.

Fawe

Long before the film was
screened, the book has alr-
eady become a vest seller
and up to the time when the
film was screened, it w a s
in its 10th edition and cl-
aimed a sale of over 6 mil-
lion copies. For the film
itself, it was learnt that
just for the fake shark it-
self, three were made cost-
ing a total of $1 million .

no contest and Jesu cannot even

to be elected.
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. «Jknown ocean, ‘ =
U TBure is about 1100times

DO SHIPS SINK ALL THE WAY .
. T0 THE BOTTOM OF THE S|

' OR DOES THE PRESSURE HOID
THEM UP IN THE DEEP WATER
WEEN THEY GO DOWN SO FAR?

— ISAAC ASTMOV

An object will sink in
the water if it is den-
ser than water. The den
-sity of water is 1 gm
per unit cubic centime-~
tre, and such substan-
ces as rock and metal

are considerably denser

than that. Ships built
of huge masses of steel
and "other construction
materials, plus the vo-
lume of air inside the
ship, is-less than that
of water. I f through
some accident, water is
allowed to enter t h e
ship, the average den-
sity of the construct-
ion material plus t h e
contained water is gre-
ater than that of water
alone and the ship si-

- nks.

As it sinks, the ob~
ject is subjected to
greater and greater pre -
-ssure. At the  surface
of the ocean, the pres-
sure (due to atmosphere)
is 14.7 pounds / square
inzh of surface. Thirty
-three feet below the
surface, the weight of
that depth of wa ter
adds another 14,7pounds
per square inch to the
pressure, Each addition
~al depth 33 feet adds

another 14,7 -pounds per

Loblivious

square inch, and at the
bottom of the deepest

atmospheric pressure,
That comes to about 8
tons per square inch.

uch high pressure ha

on 'holding up® sinking
objects. The pressure is
exerted equally in all
directions, down & side

-ways, just as much as
up so that the object
continues sinking quite
to any rise
in pressure.

" But there is another
factor. Pressure will
compress water, increa-
sing its density. Can
water become SO dense
as a result of great
pressure that objects
will stop sinking and
float on the denser de-
ep-sea water? No., The
compression effect is
very small, Even at a
pressure of 8 tons per
square inch, the density
of water rises only from
1.0 to about 1.05 grams
per cubic centimetre, IT
the solid had a density
of 1.02 grams per cubic
centimetre, it would in
~deed sink beneath the
surface water and come
t0 a floating halt abo-
ut three miles d o w n,
then sink no further.
Ordinary structural
materials, however have
densities considerably
higher than 1,05. Alu-
minium and steel have
densities of 2.7 & 7.8
grams ‘per unit ‘cubic
centimetre, respective=-
ly. Metal ships =~ would
sink to the bottom of
the ocean deepest ocean

‘abyss without the sligh

the pres- ...,

;ﬁe'nd'effect whatever

‘If the oceans w e r e

. deep (instead of seven
.at most) the  pressure

at the bottom w o u. 1 d

‘rise to some 45tons per

square inch and ' 't h e
density of water to a-

.. bout 1,3 grams / cubic
centimetre., At t hat

'+ point, however, +t h e

water would no longer

d substance called

Tee VI'. (

. dce -~ ig less
“than water, )
Aluminium, therefore,

and any other substance
with a density greater
than 1.3 gmn/fc.c., would
continue falling thro’
any depth of ocean just
as long as the water of
the ocean remained 1i-
quid and would eventual
=ly come to a rest on a
so%id surface of either
ordinary ocean  bottom
or Ice VI. Liguid water
would never become den-
- se enough to float
‘1id aluminium, let
lone steel, :

dense

 about forty-two miles .

. easiness will Soon dis-
appsar gnd we will @ be=-
© gin to feel very relax.
. Such a phenomena is kno

" we are determined to go
: . on, then we would be ab
remain liguid but would i oy
be converted into a so- | "Critical Point", brea-
A “thing will becoms
~and v will Ffeel very re

Ice VI is .. an ; : eLry. .
i =lax ---- in physiology

denser than water, where
‘=as '"Ice I' -= ordinary

cur when our body chang
‘-ed suddenly from 'sta-

L CUE S

Hom
o

- To reduce its intensity

Lwill soon get thro' it.

‘certa distance,

- ur: legs began to feel
. ' weak, breathing becomes .
. hard aad difficult. At
this time

+

some
it t

v any more
and stopped. However if
they continus, this ua-

-wn as the "Critical Po
int® in physiology. If
-le to overcoms t h 1 s

easy

this is known as t h-e o
"2ud_Brgath“.h

Critical Points ob-,

tionary' to intenss mo-
vemant, and this causes
poor  co-ordination of
the various organs 1 n
our body. However after
sometime they will aga-
in be able to co-ordin-
ate with each other ---
i.e, the 2nd Breath oc-

Improper training &
practices ofiten results .
in dntensz "Critical Po
-int" and the period of .
occuraace can be stret-
ched over a long time.

and period of ozcurance
it is best to do preli-
minary exercisss. How-
ever if "Critical Point
. do ocecur, don't panic,
just carry on and’ you

)
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In tangible terms, the deportat-
ior, pclitical trial and sutsequent
impriscrment generated anger amorg
the. studerts ard committed more
students, to work for democratic
rights in Singapore. The leadership
of the students' union was then as-
sumed by people of such calibre and

TU
ESOTHERS E SISTERS

determination.
AT HOME At the Aimgopea Rot,
' Ii ‘i ¢;444uaZia¢ Zo l' q'
4
THE REAPPEAREANCE OF TAN WAH PIOW HAS RECHNTLY CREATED MUCH UNREST IM ‘5°°dza“

SINGAPORE. THE FORMER OUT-GOING PRESIDENT OF USSU WAS FORCEL INTO HID
-ING LAST YEAR WHEN HE WAS CALLED UFP FOR WATIONAL SERVICE IMMEDIATELY

AFTER

SERVING ONE YEAR SENTENCE FOR THE SO-~CALLED "RIOTING"

CHARGE.

FEARING MORE PERSECUTIONS WIII REFALL HIM IN TFE ARMY FOR WHAT HE HAD

DONE AS A STUDENT LEADER, HE DEFIED THE ENLISTMENT NOTICE AND

APPEARED FRON SIGHT.

DIU-

LATELY, THE PRESS HAD GIVEN HIM NUCE UNFAVOURABLE PUBLICITY, AS SUCH,

THE TECHMOCRAT DEEMS IT NECESSARY TO PRESENT WAH PIOW'S

STORY. BELOW IS AN

b

Poiitical situation in S'pore
has made it necessary for me to
flee the country for political asy-
lum in Britain. Since my release
from prison in Oct 1975after being
arbitrarily convicted on a frame-
up charge, I was wanted by the
S'pore police for my refusal to
comply with the military conscript-
ion which I consider in my case as

a continuation of the political .

persecution against me for my acti-
vities as a student leader in 1974.
Sirce then, it is impossible for me
to walk on the street without fear-
ing the prospect of being arrested
and thrown in jail for indefinite
period. My move to apply for polit-
ical asylum is not isolated a n d
coincidental, but rather the logic-
al consequence of the repression in
Singapore in general, and in parti-
cular, the result of the ruthless
and tlatant suppression of the ind-
ependent student movement which
flourished in 1974,

To recal] scme of the events: in
early 1974 the student movement in
S'pore underwent a radical change
in trend and outlock brought atout
by a change of leadership in t h e
student movement. While in the past
the student movement was mainly
concerned with grandiose Dinner and
Darnce ard paid 1lip service to wel-
fare work, the student leadership
at University of S'pore Students’
Union (USSU) since early 1974 call-
ed for mass participation and demo-
cratisation of society as a whole,
Mass participation of students in
the process cof decision making at
University Administration level was
called for during the campaign aga-
inst the increase in tuition fees.

Mass participation of the people in
decision making at national level
on matters affecting their liveli-
hood was the theme during the cam-
paign against the increase in the
bus fares in S'pore. Along this
line of merging the students with
the people, the campaign to raise
relief aids to the 30 million flood
victims of Bangladesh was carried
out on pan-island scale involving
students from the tertiary institu-
tions and secondary schools as well
as residents of low-cost housing
flats., Concern and support for the
struggle of the squatters in Joho-
re Bahru (Malaysia) was also gener-
ated in the campuses. By anrd large,
the student mcvement created an at-
mosphere in the campuses which pro-
moted independent and critical
analysis of the situation in S'pore.
The general student body was given
the opportunity to recognise the
problem areas in S'pore (eg politi-
cal detention without trial and re-

SIDE OF T H E

OPEN LETTER BY WAH PIOW TO ALL CONCERNED PEOPIE.

trenchment), and to identify themse-
lves with the majority of the popul-
ation which is down-trodden. This
irresistible trend of the student
movement which spread to all t h e
four institutions of higher ledrning
was more than what the Singapore
regime could swallow.

‘i“WZ”ﬁ o ‘”""’T,
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Having jailed all credible crit-
ics, banned all independent trade
unions since early 1950s, banned
liberal newspapers and sabotaging
all credible political parties;
the Lee Kuan Yew's regime would not
tolerate the radicalization of stud-
ents and workers along democratic
principles. In reacting to the sit-
uation, the regim=2 depended on its
puppets in the trade union movement
to stage a fictitious riot and use
it as an excusz to arrest me along
with two workers on a frame-up char-
ge of rioting. I was then the Presi-
dent of USSU and Chairman of the Re-
trenchment .Research Centre. This
shallow plan however backfired as
the arrest only incited more disco-
ntentment and further educated the
students and workers on the repres-
sive nature of lee's regime., N o t
wanting to learn from its past mis-
takes or keep an open mind to t h e
criticism levelled against the reg-
ime, Lee frantically deported many
of the workers who could be witnes-
ses for the defence and furthermore
in the early hours of 11 December,
1974, before the trial started,five
student leaders from USSU were de-
ported:

At the same time, the regi-
me manipulated the court to prevent
me from sngaging a Queen's Counsel
for my defence. The hypocritical
facade of " justice" and "impartial-
ity" propped up by Lee's court cou
-1d not deceive the hundreds of st-
udents and workers who were fortun-
ate enough to witness the 47-day
political trial during which I def-
ended myself. Thousands of others
who followed the case through t h e
meagre reports in the daily papers
could draw the conclusion that no
Justlce was done. Although the Jud-
ge in the end chose to declare the
wN0 workers and I 'guiltyv', t h e
judgement only cerves to widen the
credibility gap of the governmerit
ard further polarised the cortrad-
ictior betweer the regime and the
reorle,

The keadlsbay Of Che Futes'
Unior Lo Thirm Roewnrd by
“ e/hwmw“*’"

Havlng failed to deter such tre-
nd, Lee assumed more vicious tacti-
cs to cripple the open and legal
student movement. At the Singapore
Polytechnic, the regime controlled
the budget of the students' union,
arrested its leaders and created
Red Scare. In Nanyang University,
the authority forcitly removed the
elected students' union Prcsident
and replaced him with a hand-picked
mar, In Singapore University, t h e
parilanent barned the students' un-
ion urder tlre guise of sc-called
reconstitution. Lately, the author-
ity managed to coerce a few arrested
students to make stereotyped 'conf-
essions' on Singapore Television. As
ir the past, such attempts could on-
ly cause a degree of confusion i n
the minds of the people for a short
and irsignificant period. In t h e
long rur, it will not hold back the
trend ard the tide of the time.Wor-
kers and eitvderts £till wart democ-
rzvic rights,

Repression of students' movement
and all other democratic mass move-
ment is brought abcut by the econ-
omic needs of the capitaiist system
in the island .state which is solely
dependent on the whims and fancies
of the foreign investors for its
survival, So long as Singapore rema-
ins in appendage of this internatio-
nal capitalist system, there shall
be no freedom and economic justice
for the majority of the population
will newver be realised,

cOonlot nat

¢u°c¢n~yoclﬂﬂt¢. o v

" "¢1~4; ertacalt Aﬁ,a:fj:z:::::if!'

Experience since 197% has demons-
trated all too clearly that Lee' s
regime will not tolerate any effec-
tive challenge from any open and
legal institutions. If the regime
could not accomodate an independent
and critical legal student movement,
it would be far-fetched to expect
to entertain any effective challenge
brought about by any legal politi-
cal parties, Thus, although there
is a facade of
in existence, in essence, there is
no room for constitutional change
to happen in Singapore. Yet history
has shown that such constraints
will not deter the people from sur-
ging forward towards freedom. Cert-
ainly the people will creatively
adopt all means necessary to achie-
ve this sacred aim of Freedom a n d
Econonmic ‘Justice.

Although I am a»road, my commit-
ment is still to the land I come
from. The separation is temporary
and we are still lianked by the sea,
the sky and the land. I an confide-
nt that I shall be able towa 1l k
freely on the land where I come
from, and when this day comes there
shall be no parasites! there shall
be no more persecution!

Meanwhile we shall work towards
this goal,

/ﬁ \/\)CL,\/ yow/

{31 76 LoNDON

'‘democratic election'
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The coming EOGM needs 200 students
attendance with a majority vote to th-
row Jesu out. If this is carried o u t
it will prove one thing ---- students
are by no means indifferent to the new
union, They may become disillusioned &
subdued perhaps, but not to the extent
that they will tolerate an unelected
President to falsely discredit the old
union through the newspapers.
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POINT 4: CERTAIN EXPORT~-ORIENTATED
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

WITH HIGH LABOUR CONTENT AND
CONSIDERED TO BE FACING
STIFF OVERSEAS COMPETITION
CAN BE EXEMPTED FROM IMPLE-
MENTING THE NWC  GUIDELINES
IN FULL OR IN PART.

QUESTION: Some of the likely indus-
tries are (1974 figures):

Textiles and Garments 30730

Electrical Machinery
Appliances( electronics ) 48910

Sawmill & Wood Products 11974
Total: 91614 workers

There are many more indus-
tries which can seek for ex
-emption on the same gro-
unds. The manufacturing la-
bour force is 210,002 in
1974 and these 3 industries
already represents 43.6%.
How many more workers will
not get +their increase ?

Straits Times on August 238
1975 said that 200000 work-
ers will be left out, is it
a coincidence that 210,002

and 200,000 are very close
figures.,
According to the authori-

ties, NWC was set up to me-
et the rising cost of 1liv-
ing standard of our labour
force. Yet productive work-
ers in these industries get
little or no wage increase
at all! The export-orien-
tated companies are a 1 s o
profit-orientated, so where
does all theses profits go
to? What is the real objec-
tive of NWC?

POINT 5: THOSE CONSIDERZD AS " MALIN
-GERERS " WILL NOT B EITI-
TLED TO WAGE INCREASES.

QUESTION: Most textile and garment
workers work 50% overtime
everyday while their tow-
kays are enjoying their

overseas holidays. Our bus-
workers work past midnight
SupdeNLY | : .
v v while the SBS officials are
OFF-SETTING  goundly asleep in  bed., Our
AND MALNGER™ workers are generally hard-
ApreARs ... working as can be proved by
their ever increasing pro-
Anp T BAME g ctivity.

Name-calling smacks of the
days of cattle-branding.But
our workers who work a nd
sweat are not cows to Dbe
branded. What other excuses
can the authorities offer
to keep their wages 1 o w?
The term "malingerers™ had
also evoked some controver-
4 sy. Who are the " malinger-
¢nuaeers "? How does one define
tere them? The Labour Ministry
mm4)jefined them as those w h o
do not receive any pay in-
crease, But this is putting
the cart before the -horse,
In the first place, if they
are not called malingerers,
they will not be subjected
to all these denials of th
-eir right. This ridiculous
definition of the Labour
Ministry brings us back to
square one.

“opfe ST’

POINT 6: FRINGE BENEFITS SUCH AS MAT-
ERNITY ALLOWANCES, TRANSPORT
ALLOWANCES ARE RECOMMENDED
TO0 BE REDUCED.

QUESTION: In the first place, if, the
wages of our workers are su
-ffircient for a decent stan-
dard of living, ( above the
poverty line ) then these
benefits would not h a v e
been introduced. Reduction
of these benefits will re-
sult in a squeeze on our
workers' standard of living.
Wno does this squeeze bene-
fit? The foreign invesators
working through the local
bosses of course.

To study and understand further
the mechanism of the 1975 NWC Reco-
mmendations, a nodel case of Ah Choo
Robert Low and Jeff Tan is provided.
(see Chart I ani II).

i Comclugron

On 20th June 1975, the Monetary
Authority of Singaore (MAS) forecast
that Singapore would achieve an over-
all real growth rate of avout 8% in
1976, MAS also stated that textiles %
clothing, iron and steel goods a n d
electrical and elz=ctronic goods a r e
making notable gains ia the last quar
~ter %April - June 1976). Who w i 11
benefit from this increase in prospe-

SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAT

flow out of the country and go to de-
velop Usited States, Japan o Western
Surope? Do we got anything back? For
tae lasi four years, net investment
income had been negative, dropping
from $299m in 1974 to $272m in 1975,
What will 1976 invesiment be?

Bosses talk of "2 salary hikes in
a year" and the Finance Minister was
also flogging the same horse. But has
the Finance Minister asked the bosses
just how much did the bosses paid out
as wages and how much went to their
pockets to up-keep their expensive 1i
-fe styles at the expense of the work
~ing people? Or is it the Finance Mi-
nister nas no order to ask such gques-
tions?

To sum up, t:e economy of Singapo
-re 1s made to be dependent on seve-
ral factors -- foreign investment, fo
Treign technology, management-expert-
ise, foreign markets and foreign fi-
nance; in short, it is a foreign-domi
-nated economy, Because of this fore-
ign-dominated economy over the past
15years, the Singapore economy has fo
-llowed a particular path of develop-
ment which results in a highly unequ-
al income distribution (i.e. 9% o f
our ponilation controlling 50% of Si-
ngapore's wealth while the other 90%
is sharing the other 50%).

In periods where the foreign boss
-es are satisfied with the profits,
working people have to work for low
wages, (75% of our working population
is earnir.g less than $400 per month
which can be considered as the pre-
sent poverty line). After all, t he
primary reason for the foreign bosses
to come to Singapore rather than pro-
ducing in USA, Germany or Japan, is
the fact tha*t they can impose low wa-
ges on our workers rather than on the
workers in those countries.,

But in times when the bosses g o
on "strike" -- recession, retrenchment
and lay-off -- wages of the working
people have to be further suppressed.
The 1976 NWC with all its conditions
is the best example of this phenomen-
on. Working peoples wio are aiready
hard pressed during normal profit's
periods, are now being squeezed fur-
ther . This results in parents having
been forced to go for abortions or
sterilisation to cut down on expenses
(the way chosen for them by the Popu-
lation Policy makers), or working peo
-ple eating less nutritious food due
to inflation in food prices or forego
those public recreational places like
Sentosa or Marine Parade Lagoon where
the charges are such that only those
of higher income can visit these pla-
ces frequently.

This is the situation, our work-
ing people are in, All the blood, swe
-at and energy of theirs, are respon-
sible for the beautiful landscape ,
HDB flats, high-rise buildings, oil-
rigs, ships, electronic calculators &
colour TV set and yet they are reward
-ed with these low wages., Even t h e
children, which could be yours, a r e
now being systemmatically made to wo-
rk cheaply and at an early age.

In finale, the article is aimed
at exposing the real nature of N WC
and to question its basic assumption,
It is to show that our workers (offi-
ce or factory) are not getting a bet-
ter deal and that they deserve more
because their productivity had always
surpass their renumeration ( a crite-
rion used by spokemen of foreign boss
~-es themselves ). It is hoped t h a t
all working people in Singapore will
taxe out a pencil and paper to calcu-
late for themselves the amount they
will be getting when the "1976 NWC is
applied and see for themselves  what
exactly they gain after using their
hands for one full year.

Less this article be interpreted
as slanting against the Government ,
we appeal to all readers to do their
own calculations and judge for them-
selves the amount they actually get.

rity? How much of these profits will ( Nete:AW coludaliows me
X
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nter- clacy
- Faathall -

With immense parti-
cipation of more than
50 teams, the 3 month
long tournament final
-1y ended with TEP 2A

L,',!

LARY TEAMS FROM THE
SOCIETIES (N ONE oF
T™HE MAT=HES.

MARINE SocieTY & THe

SHINESE LANGUAGE secier Y
IN A BASKETBALL MATZH

RO T
£ M=

rfl &1 52 - « o Copa [P @-
—C@@Dé

—

DRig= W@ GIRdORm

emerging as the cham-
pion after a strenous
match with Common En-
gineering 9. This pop
-ular game was organ-
ised at class level
to ensure wider parti
-cipation from t h e
students.

inter - rlags
-Netball -

Though notices were
up since the 1lst term
+the response from the
ladies were not a s
good. Only about 1 2
teams participated in
the tournament. Thro-
ughout the tourney,
the spirit of friend
-ship first and com-
petition second w a s
attained. The finals
were played between a
combination team (TEC
2B&C), the eventual
winner and TE 17.

ﬁﬁﬁ—ﬁaﬂéfﬁ
-Hagkethall -

With the aim of co-
ordinating the socie-
ties, and to enable
more friendly inter-
actions between t h e
various society mem-
bers, the inter-socie
-ty games were organ-
ised. The response
from the societies
was rather encourag-
ing. Altogether eight
teams participated in
this basketball tour-
nament. They were CLS,
SPES, Building Soc.,
Brass Barid, Marine
Soc., Polymer Soc., &
SPSU Comm. team.

been held,

lectures after 12 aoon

So far about 90 teams have suomitted their te-
ams in this annual grand event of SPSC. This rel-
ay, a 50-lap round the Prince Edward Campus 13 to
encourage mass participation. The Poly 50 will be
conducted on the 19th January 1977 at 2,30pm. All

on that day will be can- ql
celled, Following the relay will be the prize and
souvenir presentation of the activities that had

Al

In the men section,
Building Soc. emerged
as the champion after
a keen tussle w i t h
CLS. For the ladies ,
CLS became the event-
uval winner after beat
-ing all the other
teams.

Trter- Gatl ﬂ{ﬂ

Table - Tenn1S- zus

InvoLVE

Participating teauws
were SPES, CLS, Poly-
mer Soc., Civil Soc.,
Draughting Soc., a n d
SPSU regular activit-
ies team. Throughout
the tourney, especial-
ly dvring the final,
ardent supporters were
seen, cheering for the
-ir teams.

The eventual winner
of this tournament was
the SPES.

The SPSC is looking
forward towards organ-
ising games of such na
-ture because of 1 t s
tremendously success

in lessening t h e
gap between the vario-
us societies and t h e
organising committees
of the T"Inion,

Don™T BE A BOOK-UWOEM

doru' ol
W é et

time

ZEAL SR
date : 21— 25 74,77

Place : spsy o House,
Shenternn Uay (2).

Qam — a9 pm.

-W'ﬁ’"“
BOOK

FAIR °77

D over . Youy presence s
e At £
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